THE    LEFT    BOOK    CLUB
in the life of the world would be exhaustively described, a
general invitation being issued to send him suitable material
relating to the day chosen.
Book Clubs were founded, Left, Right and Centre, Na-
tional and International, Religious and Irreligious, which
provided their members with congenial literature at re-
duced prices, and which were described by a well-known
bookseller as c the greatest innovation in the history of book-
selling which this decade can show'. The most successful
of these was unquestionably the Left Book Club, whose
originator was Mr. Victor Gollancz, and which soon had a
membership of over 50,000. Professor Laski, Mr. John
Strachey and Mr. Gollancz chose the books; local branches
were founded to discuss them and enrol new members, and
meetings were held at the more important of which one or
Bother of the Triumvirate appeared in person. To hear Mr.
Gollancz explaining to a responsive audience what the Left
Book Club stood for, what it had already achieved and
might achieve, the decisive influence it might expect to have
in public affairs wh$n its membership reached 100,000, was
a memorable experience. His oratory, if not lively, was
forceful and earnest; the acclamation which greeted his
appearance and punctuated his discourse, suggested rather
a Fiihrer than a publisher; willing helpers advanced the
cause he had at heart, among them his chauffeur, who, Mr.
Gollancz recorded with understandable satisfaction in the
Left Book Club News> had personally been responsible for
enrolling no fewer than six new members.
To the Left Book Club's standard flocked Friends of the
Soviet Union, Popular Front advocates, near and actual
Communists, all the restlessly progressive who have noth-
ing to lose but their hopes. Providing ideological fare
acceptable to all of these, was no easy task. There were
occasional awkward incidents, as when, in the course of an
address by Mr. Lloyd George, it was found necessary forcibly
to remove an interrupter who persisted in shouting, 'What
about the Black and Tans!', and occasional awkward
moments, as when the German-Soviet Pact was announced.
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